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Education and Hope in Michcllc Cohen Corasanti's l he

Almond Tree

'Rrkib Frrooq Mattt

'Dr. Harbhajan Kaur Khtnooja

TneAlmondTrcc by Michelle Cohcn Comsanliis a compellins Dovel thal ufolds
asrinstthcbackdropolfi. kracli-Palesrinian conflict.Tltrough rhc cyes oflchhaJ
Hamid, a youns Paleslinian boy vith an unqucnchable thnst for knowledge, thc

story delves into themes ofr€siliencc, identiry, and th. lra.sfomaxve Nwer of
cducation. ln the facc of advesity and dhcrimination, lchmad's journcv h a

lestament lo rh. cndu rg hudan sPnit, ofienng readcrs a deeplv personal and

thousbt-provoking eaplordtion ofthecomplexili€s and human slorics fiar lie at thc

beunolthn endurnB connicl. Lducalion dnd Hopc h Michelle (rohcn Conslnlik
Thc Alnrord Tree explores the cenral $cnre ol resilienc. and e.rpowermcit

through the lens of cducation i. lnc novcl Set rn th€ turbnlcnt bacldrop.lthc
lsrael Paleninian contucr, rhe st.ry fouows lchmad Hamid, a voung Palestlnian

boy, *hosc relenlless putruit ofeducadon becomcs a beacon ofhope in the la.e

oladvc6itr. This paper delves into ho{ edu.ation seNes !s, poweftl tool for

Ichdad and bis lamily, oLcring ihem a chance lo lEnscend lh.n challenging

.irunNrances md carvc oul a belkr lirlun lt wiU also rnalysc the lraNlomative
impact ol educalion on the charactem and how ir underscores ln. nolel's

olerarching message olhotic, even nr the most challengins olcncumstances.

Kcyrords: War, SuNlval, Idcntit, Crnis, Sttu8glc, [ducation, andHope.

Ser in thc WestBa.k,lhe n.vel pamts a !i!id lichne ofthe Pllestinian exPerienc.

in a rcgion nrark€dby conflicl, occupation,and srugsle lor idcntny. Through lhc

cyes ofthe probgonist. Ictmad Hamid, readers are given an inlnnak gliry)sc into

rhe challcngcs faced by Palestinians lrvins undcr lsraeli occupltlon, includins

disFla.enrenr, discrlnlnation, and violencc lhe norel ponrays tlre deep

.onne.rion beNecn tbe Palestinian lcople and $en iand. emPtasizing their

resilence aod dctcrmination in ihe face ol adlesil, Moreover. it explores the

.omplexiries olPalcslinran rdentily and the enduring hofc for a beier tuturc Bv

examinlns how Palesline is depiclcd in The Almond Trcc, readqs gain a deeper

unde^hnding ol lhe human stories behind thc g.opolitical onnict aDd the

enduring spnit olrh.sc who call this land home The study\ goal s ro illustratc
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;raking n difiicuh to pul the book down. Cor.santis abrlitv lo convev thc

ch anc rcs' th oushrs rd enrotions adds deplr to thc storylelling

while'fbe Almond Tree is primarily a wo ofncdon, n sencs as a rehi'le lor

socialandpoliiical.omnrentary.lhenoveldossnotslyawarfromadrlressingtle
hraellPalesiniln .onflrc(, touchnrg on issucs of displac.ment, discrnnnralion,

an.l the conplcxities of rhe Middle East conflicL. lt pronrpts readeB 10 lhink

critically 6out t,rc human lollofsuch confli.ls and lhe potc ial forchatrge

The Almond Tree has had a siSnificant ,dlacl on Eaders. sparkins dh'ussions

rhont Gc IsraellPal€stinian connlcl and the Dower ofeducalion as a force lor

ch.trge lt humdizes thc contucl and nrvites Eadcs lo edp'rhize witb the

clraractes' cxperiences. l'he novel also hiSlrlights thc i.rponancc of dixloguc,

undrstandnrs, and cmparhy as p.renrial parhNars to pelcc and resolulion m

l.hnrad'sjoumeybcgins in a snall Paleslinianvillase rn ihe Wesi Bank, where he

faces thc hareh Ealilics oflivins undcr Gmeti occupalion. His 
'3trilv 

srrusslcs

wrrh povenr, limited resowes, .nd dhcrnnination l hc sufferinCs of his lafrilv

arc exaccrbaled when hn fafif is ancsled and imprhoned bv lsraeli authorities
'(J\'18 hl n..l J.'h. .ole D' n'dcr lo'' . no I {'nd rbl' rg

Despitc rhese hardships,lchnrad posse$es a Enarkable intellect andan lnsaliable

tlnist ior howledgc I'hrouEh a chance encouird wilh atr lsracli JewNh woman

.amed Ilan.Icnmads life takes an unexpeclcd tum.llan recognrzes hls Polentill
and helps hnn puBue an education, deslitc the manv obslacles in hh pafi This

educllion bccones Ichmad's LGlinc and a source .f hope. enlblnrg hnn to risc

abo!€ hh cncunrnanccs md dream ofa brishier futue

As lchmad maitres inlo a hishly cducated voung man. he faccs trlmcnus

challenecs, nrcluding!iolence, discinnination, and the eveFpresc.t tension oltLe

lsraeli-Palestinian conflict. Ycl, his unBarering hope, luellcd bv Ure Power ol
howledge and 1he supporl ofbis latrily, keeps him moving foNard lchmad's

story is oncofrcslliencc, delennnration. and rhe belieldral education can lranscend

boundarics and oll'er a lath to a betcr life.

Educrllon as Enrpo{enncnt The proBgonist, lchnrad Ilamid, cmcrges 4 a

symbol of the poLenlial for peaonal grovrh throuelr education Despite lhe

immcnse challenges hc faces grosing up in a Palcstinian lillagc h drewest Bank,

l.hnradt un*avcritrg detetuination and rntellc.tual curiositv drive hin to Nrsue
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"Ldlcarion, dre way out lir the downtrodden, has been Dade linualty impossible
thc lsraehs who guard rhc bo(lcB have forbidden hundreds ofchildren who havc
eamed scholarships in rhe W.sl to leave Gaza and auend rhose univ$sittes They
don r lel school suFpLles, books, orbuildlngmateiak in.,,(CoEsanril45)

Thc lbove quotc shcds light on thc sighi,lca.r badN thal palestinians i. Gza
facc i. accessine cdu.aiion Il highlighls the resrrictions imposed by tsraeli
authorilics on the movcment of peoplc and soods, inctuding school snppti.s,
books, and 6u,ldlns mat$iah These rcstrictions have a dnc.r and defimenrat

'npacton 
ihc ability ol Palesdnians ni receive a qnality educaiion

Il snecilically mc.rions fiarhundrcds ollalesrinia. .hildrcn wnn schota(hips ro
allcnd univentries in nE Wesr aE unable ro leave Caza |htsnoronlyailects$en
nrdividual opponunitics for tisher educatio. bur ako reflech rhe broader
challenges laced by ?ale$inirn srudenrs in pltsuns edDcational aspnadons

1hc nention ofrcstictons on s.hoolsupplies and building maleriak und€rscor€s
lhc huoannarian concems relared lo educarion i. caa. Wnhour rcces to
necessary rcsources, educational,nstitutions may slrugete ro ro! e a conducile
leaming environme.! limitins thc quahy of edncatioh availabtc to srldenrs.

Ir hnxs at llc 6roader seopoliticaldmensions olrhe hracli patesdnm conflicr
Rorder rcstii.lions and controlover rhe novcnent ol peoplc and goods e ccnlal
lssues in the contlicr, and rhcy have a dnccr impacl on tlE daity ljvcs of
Palestinia.s, inchdinA rhcir ability to ac.ess cducation

InjL[ticc a.d Deqnality ii rhe treahom ot palesrjnians in caza, parlicutarty
.o.ceming thcn iighr lo edn.arlo. can atso bc perceived ft sugsesh rhat lnese
rcsdclons disproFnionarel, affc.t the most nlnerable membc6 oisociery

''I'vc leamedrhar liri isn\ abour whar lappcn s ro you, but about how you .hoose
to rcacl to it. Education was mlr wayout; and bccause oair I was ahte to dsc above

The quote und€ncor€s th€ idea that individuah have agemy i. lhapins then own
d4tidies. Ichmad's choice ro pu$ue edncation despite lhe obsractes he faces
ieflects his d€iermination to rake conkol ofhis tife.Ir emphAizes fie imponance
ofpersonal agency in over@ning adveBity d pNuing one\ goah.

"Education was my way out' speats to the transfomative power of educarion.
Throughont tb€ novet, education is porhyed as a means of enpowermenr ihal
tmnscends Ichmad\ chatlen8ing circunsbnces. His commirmenr r,r tamins
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becones a sourcc ofhopeandoppoflu.ity,cnablinghinr to tans.cnd povefy and

maLe a hctt.r life for lrinseu and his fanily.

Ichmad\ asserli.n that education allow.d hnn to "rise abole my cncnmstances.'

This phrse ,ho cncapsulates the cenkal .3 alive arc ol thc novcl, in which

Ichmads pusuit of educarion c.ablcs him to escape lhc limitations or his

inpovsishcd background ,nd envhion a future lilled with posibilixes

The broader le$ons abont life thrt Icnmad l.anN are explored lhroughoul lhe

nolcl I1€nDhasizes the rmpodan.c ofresilience, detminario., and dre abil,ly Lo

Drake choices even in thc face of adversity Tncsc lcsons are applicablc not o.lv
to lchnad's lile bul aho lo the brcader huna. cxperience.

Hofc for a Bener Future lchmadt pursunofeduc.tion bccomesasourc.olhol)e

for hnn and his ramily. Hc helieves thal through cducalion, be can brcat free nom

the cycle ol poleny and discrnnlnltio., and nc sees it as a palhway lo a rnorc

The nolel explorcs thepossrbilily oahopc andundentandingencrgnre fiorcro$
cultunlrelationships. Ichnrads lriendshit wnh Non, an Israeli Jcwhh woman.

eienplifrcs the polential lor individnah from dtlleient backgounds to lind

."nr'o'drotrda1 ',.1' l.on" br pe..edn.ltu(' jcn,c

Ichmad's encounter rvrlh Nora- an lsraeli Jewish woma.. nrtoduces him to a

broadersorld and fosters cro$ cultural underst.nding. This rclationship expands

hh honzons and deepens hk hope forcoexistence and Pcace nr the region

Thecharacters inrhenovcl harbou a deep hope lbr posilive chanse ln Lhc rceion

They aspnc to scc m cnd lo the connic! a rcsolutionlolheirsrrugglcs, atrd a better

!,le for tuturc generalions This.olleclivc hope is a d.i!ing r'orcc in lhen acrions

Ilope moLivrtcs thc .hamcten to take nsks and make sacriiiccs l.hmad\
detninatio. to pu6ue education, his cfforis to protecthis aamily's land, and hN

advoca.ylorjusticeareallluelledbyl[ehopelhathecancrcatcabetleriuturelor
himself and those he lov.s

The chamcters in The Alnond lree denronstdle th,i hol]e can tunscen( cr.n thc

most challensing cncumstances. They conlinuc to dream and work toqard lhen

goals dcspirc rhc seemhgly insumountabls obslacles Lhey lace

As Ichmad dvances in his education, he giins knotllcdge thatempowere him to

protect his familys l!nd, advocale for juslice, and challcnge oppressile for.cs
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F.ducation becomes asonrceolxgencyand hope !s hc sccs thepote.tlal for chanse

Ichmads &denic achievenenls, inclLrding elming scholarships to studv ln thc

Wes! ,nel nn hope lbr a bcller future. Hh snccess lllidatcs the belief that

educltio. can nrdeed hc a tansfomalive force

Even as lc[mad fa.es pcsonal figedics and losses, soch as the loss .l lamilv

nrenbcrs and rhe ollofcoDflicl he conlinues lo holdonto hope. Hisu.wavering

oflimism servcs as a beacon olligbl, inspirns thosc doundhnn

The Eouring imagery ol $e aimond trce in thc novel symbolizes hope. rcslence.

and $e cyclicalnalure ol lifc The tEe\ abiliiy to bloomcven in harshcondiiions

mnrors thc characks abilityto maintain hopcinlhe lirce ofconflict.

Thrcush rhc chamcters' j onrncys, the nolcl aims to inspn. icadcBlo hold o.ro

hopc, sven in dillicDltlimes tt encouragcs individudls to bclic,e in lheFssibilitv
ofpositive change and lo work towards a belter luturc, both in the contcxl of the

M dle East conflicrand inthenown lives.

lchmad s expcricnccs and education shapehls hopc for a peacefirlresolution ro lhe

lsrneli P,lcstinian conlict IIc envrsions a luture where coexistcNe G Possrble,

ind hh wo* asan advo.ate relleclslhis lkion.

Conchsion: The AlmondTreeby Michclle Cohen Cor,santi, inlenwrned themcs

ol cducalion and hofe ro seBe !s a fowefil teslamsnt ro rlr FslliencP 'f in'
human spiril Tlrcugh Lhe protaeonhl lchmad Hlmid, the novel vilidlv poftravs

lhe lransfomalive power ofeducalion, which bccomes a beacon of hope in lhe

midsr of protuundadvcBity Ichinadsioumeyfromayoung Prlcslinianbov lacing

rhe challenges of occupalion and poveny to !n educated advocak lor jn$icc

unde(corcslhc indomnlble bclicflhat knowledge andoptimism can tr,nsc.ndlhe
hrtrhcsr ofcncumslances The Alnrond Tree remifds us that elen in lhc darkest

oflnnes, eJlcation offeB a pllh to.npowerneni. while hopc n the su rnglight

that i.spircs individu!\ to inagine and strive lor a bener lulure, hoth for

themsclves and lbr a wond marked by eiealer nnde^landirrs dnd tcacc. Thh
poisnant nararilc inviles rcaders ro rcflccl on the endurins imfonan.e olthes€

rhemcs,.ot only wilhin rhe co.t.xt oftbe Isneli-Palesrinian conflicl bur also,s

unive4al values lhal can !plift atrd translom l,veswondwide

I Ahulhaqa. Susan Thc  lmond Tree Wllen novcls dhion leBacies or
slNggle Alazeeia comRelievedon 28 ScPtcmber, z023.
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