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Indi!

lbn,?,/ Or.It',tu.- - rF r . Feae bon nu' ul 'e '.,AgF "lnd"'"'ts-""7eoUa ' mn"''
''.jloJatl rlu.''plo?' nc!o'e oen' v'o'T 'o''r l'o ni'rc

"^;.:;-:"i,' ""i ' ir,,. o"' " . "'i-' o. . '.,.,, ' ' ' 
u' +r'o'Jionb'r''rpe"rD'ug\rf'

.,,1 .^' *.,". *' r" *. "'..'o." l} rdF $h'.h n' r''iru'
;:".,,,,.,.,..';.1.orr.*,0. .r,o+-u..o. oun-'xrlhDdr'"'n''B
,,o.il" -o *-a-" p".*,-is ofsocidv lhc emersence of viilous Daht sirc6 

'trd 
thcn rclompanisd

.',. ,.-*-r: ., ,.,.. 
" 

, ,h? lo'e.'on ' r'en'!lrDl"l'F\e 'e ' Ul''Td'lt 'hnp'Er' '' 
ru

,,,,--," *1."..a.'L ,'..-.e o, Drr,

m:rgi',rhzed voiccs, rnd fo$ering a deeper utrde6hidiis olso'irl ifu qualirv'

(4ro.lj: Dalitli(edrwe, identirvcnsis cr{e oppr$ion hd' reshh'e

INTRODUCTION

Thc tem Drli'rcfe6 ro a panicular grcup orcomdunirv in Indir' *hih havc been o$ncizeJ' exploitld

-(] t.*i,i"i.o J," ** .."";e and so;'!r order arlen(lv rollowcd in Indra rhe etvmoLosv orrhe word

T),,ii:""" o" **0" *. -" *od/arii smsknt and d'la' in Hindimcairns broken down'or'broken (o

, r.. j 
. " *r-*, r, auor=o fnu+ 

"32o.o0 
f6' -'F l e Fm rc d+" 

'oe 
ton lrr on o' o'\a rc\ dnd

',;;-.-;; 
'; 

;",, , rk,, B c Aihe rrd ropu evm he 'er ^ i' L rd tr p'oto'rr) 
'n 

n 'p'('h-d
;";;:.;;il.=,.. rh' km Ernd i$ nerrs il r{ o'' a p1'od o 

"kre1 
d1d uxu", oom da'

;;,;;:;.';;,;;.,,',, r"i.' -a'r,, p."n.' = rcr -'1' b'r' r' og'otr o,r' D-ri'r

*,]',".ii"i., .""" 
" 
n',.", nuniliation rnd sutreri'rg (Rao rI) tulir lncnturt cme€ed N I n$e renn ror

i',",,r,".iin" i,".","",',.i t", centurie! ir r.mai'red speechrcs bur raar rrecane roctri4d thloueh Poc"\

ir,,-"". tn*.*"U,*."*r", ariticrlEsrys. Biqraphics Autobiogrrphics rnd Historical wriiings Thcsc-

-"-""-' "". ,".'.-,'o- rhjmdjo' '-ue "nLIkJrc mr-'ce 'cor
;,;.;;";" . ,o.",,,.".,. ,'.,cr D.. o..rmr no')mou' -'u \(3r' Bu! ' 'n 

Aho Amjr d 'r'

^."", ^.. '. ", 
*.. tl *. tdn'" .n \s ZeahnJ Prcmin'1r Ddlr 're ^ 

aBdL 
'n'ldoe''drl'o'' 

l:r'

;:;,;:.;,; . ;;;; 
"",.,'.,r)a 

p' -.. \n"qnraad I'n 
' 
ae 

'.nd 
n"') ''Ln' r"1' xo'r'o( r'n'

*. i".. .i 
"""" 

.**"-, -r;chbili(v, socialdspanry' culhml cruelry aid em'omlc inju$lce rhese

;;,;;;;;,;;; ; ;;i". p",;,."tive on th; rearities or ca$e hr{d dissiminarioi and thc 'iu t ror equaritv

md dignny. As BabuEoEagul uro(c,

Dalit Literature: A Cognitive Journey

;;;:..,fr-ffi tarR.viess(rRAR)
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-." .,,1-^":::: 
o:tl ''1":'' tre,o.rev,b .ha,,rBe.pkvnr_8 non\..onronL drep,m ro p,erud,R., e4d di.ma.1- _p,. ". .-, *. r".,g.,.,u' mr, D"t ir N.a 1rod,rrn1., rrre\at-gn-ii,ne. hJ hru.,.@n,rt).,t.n.eoJr..\oke\djd

e.,po.in, hc h"n .e"' e\or.tuGhreod.,rm,nr1on.Du,1rl rnd

-(rc a lrdod _-d.r.r d..3 o., . .ngshr ,hco h\ hc.orhunirt and 1. ,, Ftd'n8 .p o

I EVOLUTION OF DALIT LI']'ERAIURE

I ] EARLYVOICES OF DISSENT

-".".^'.i:."1::t", :l:'' l':" ?n,en e c.i.hnce

$d. o D,l.r hFE0tr- qne ..wn ,n ,\. hre tor d d .r v -0.. .., 
" 

,,.;" ;,.i
l-:,,T:-:l:l::li-':l:i-* rcu'e! \(rh'troF'urirdD' e r n.u."r, r* *".-' "."g i",r .strh r o ad.ocdc "o,, e,,chL -nd drsJ ) o, D, :;. ph. ? j M,:"m
"o'k c ldlEa'roAnbfd.,,sw,trng!onscht,u.rreiaJ,r.rd!.rc 

h,fe.u\!tu ,..ot-01ord.rir (rdture

I 2 I"ITERARY RENAISSANCEAND BEYOND

ww.inalory lErssN 2313 r26s. p-issN 23.s_irs"oAa **l!. x,o,. tir*W
st kss hd \Ircedod Md Io, a^*^_,,,*t*,.n,*",",a'

i'.i7i!:.--l,llf .r-***!*i1f sonae ato"e do na1 detne Dah sahtla tte .eetl li1balwe h,roi;q
[utt atlite b.Eot. a nepsacpry-

larctun erofthe hayqedtv6 )-otn* s"t" ttcto.tsui E" *0".-;;::;;;::;;.,:;;;;:;:X:i"

The po$-indcpmenE ec yibessed $e mdqen ? of
oG ,-e. ,hc Dsr.. e.Deno..,io.r,,.,*.,n.0..,"r,",,' gcned:oo ofDar( 6rs vho souEhr ro

..,,,'."., o., "p.-*. or*.;;,;;o,j,,;#-'ii:,:""":51am'n'r D'r'I osduangrhbpe'od

,r.,"a, g.,,.i 1....;." i.,,hil"?,;;;,lX:;:f ,T:'ffi :ffi#'Tl:]:il1,:;;ffi
ed de *pmenc ordiscammr- _a 

"pp*_-. n. *,..1.*.",''Joorn " byOmo-a{.h \ atflLr,Hindl -d -My EoLhd Ba ,,i, by V a. S.ry**"_" , ,.ra., 
"L.6.'l"rjon,he tshh mlir,s tokd by Ds.,B. p,ov.o.re i hJhrn hr ro,r,.,**,, ..,,r *.r*-.,",n

.'r,ou.habLiry Joo 5an 
. encrD\1t"" ,r,. p"" or-p-*V hum,tBlon 3dd rhe srocir.er on Dat,h AtupVuIt' r hi,e$, of Fngt,sh, \ .a U"i,..rJ. ro.*", ,*" .,r.d .l_*_ ." r"A,+ a,""" 1-: ,66,r@nr me,n! . ro ured. fedln d\o.rred w r "n.hrs. k ooEqs he rhesk be@f. c.uh;@rt,B,rT

' 
pm lare r,A6 or Bdt, MJlhclR .als tr rr v.,A"s .r., -,*. a t.a., ,, .1 1,,", ii)jrintadt tl r rov that no otha tat hu.t ?te, srata Lo he - h

3":L ;:::":":j.:it :;lI::;: il::_il" :;: , ::.:1.:,1:fli ll::_ITj,"*::il,,1:;
ran.. d aDnatons orD i

x:,1,:"i:l:it*;r;tjir;; :t,#l1I:.":":11,,:T[: :; ]1ff l::..:l];:" ;#;ludlwoaense\per.en.eo,hero,errc{udtom\./,,roq_i.,nne,r*r.orr.,r"_""."-",^.,-"
I rEr"r or So.lrl do procsi d Revoh ,n w6k_ tndia. .k,med ll1 . thoust Daht tktoto," ns

;::::: ::::: *y:": :",:: ts6ot,Md @,b 1e7a,, o,e of ae..,,,.,";,"", D;,, ;;l;,";;;;;;
hendr d b,mr.iR;a; ;;;;yld-r,i- ]uiE



and shott ioner En&. avt/b,..otl.v.n todo! d\l h fd.l ur to the pres.nl o eguinlett Doln notzlist h4\

A AND }IISIS ],ANCE:

Tnuns n E prvaleir dEnr olDalii lirerrture as it rtfleds the liveJ.rpdicnccs orDllir ind'viduals

who hrve endurcd discrimmator, .dE-b.*d riolcncc, .ri social exclusiotr Matry Dalir*nGN dir on drtr
pnson.l cxDcricnccs and dE exp ierces oa then con,n,uniry memhec to ponra, rhc tauna tlEy have

u ersone lhese naratves me onen raw. mtcnsc, rid trnapolo8c.i., givin8 rcade's r glimps inlo thc hach

rcrhri.s taccn by Dallr pcoplc 'Joothln A Dllit\ Lit! by O'nprrkrsh Vrln,iki is an auloblogmphical wo*
ehicl, .hruni.l.s (hc lilc ofonpl.kNh valn1k1, a Dalrl pod and writcr, and hn exlcrierces sowins up in a

Dalit con'nutrny The hook Doftrays (ne truma laced bl vrlmiki md other D.t s duc ro rhe dbcli'nin o.y
terlmen(, povcnr. .nd hunihrion thcy cndured ,i dEn dsily lives Jle wa\ 6erteD, humilirred, and dciicd
ac.ss ro educarior In dE nolelUntouclu6le hy Mulk Raj Anand, ihe proksonN, Bakhr, is subjected b
Dhlsical and verbal abuse from membsrs of rhe uppd ca$cs Hc s aho forced (o do nrnurl llbor thd n
physcrlly dcmanding a'd dcgrading.I', rhe mvel Tte God olsmall I hinEs by  n'ndh dr Roy, diechr.acftror
velurha isaDalkDunwhois,n Lovcwnhawoman noh ai uppcrcasre ran, ily Their relarionship 

's 
lorbrdJcn.

.id VcLulha 
^ 

cv.nluaLly k,Lledby men'b.6otd'e uppd cane

ln rddi(ion1opon yinst.una, DaLir lir.orure aho cehbrates resnhtr.e and resil,cnc..lrshow.6cs rr'.
srenBrh aM ddeminarion oldr Drlit colmuiry ro asscn lhcn idmliiy, iehie rhetr h^tory, and ch:llenge

rhc opprcs,lc rdrc sy$cm. Ddir lircmture enDhasizes rhe i'npomoce olNsni'rsDrliiidcnnty rnh pndesnd

challeieinE the mtion ofutrrouchrbiliiy (har h^ heen used (o mmsinal,zc rhc r. Educi!otr plrys a slgnificant
roh in Da it Ln.m(ur.$ \rircrs highlrsht how cdD.ltion hashcco'ne i ro.llorempoveinsDalils md cnabhis
rhch ro fiEht agiind discrinination In 'The hnons We Brck.' by B.by Kmblc a Daht witer md socirl

rctvN, recounc h*joumcyolrlrisrinr! agali $ casre-ba*d oppresioi ft highlishb her efions (obrc lrou

Irofr (hc chains or dncriminarion ud the dis nnination laced b) ihe Dall! communny as i {hole
'lnnihihhon olc.nc by B.R A,nb.dk& 6 s poweftlrext i', which Dr B R AmbeJkrr fic.cly advocats
6r the amihihdon of rhe cr e slnem Hc .aus for lhe Dil( .onnunny b resisr the cenrud* o1d :ocial
hi$archy aM adlocares fo. rhe esabLhhmenr olrn esrlihrirn soclery bascJ on principles olequalny rnd

iudce Dir.r. rrnsc ofDJ t litrrrurc rhd rcflucs drc sp,ril orics$.trcc imong Dalih and ihcn cffons 10

rccl.im rh* a8cicy, di8nty.3id voice ii sociery Ituough ihei.lirerrry exprcssions. Diln wircs d$ll!tr8c
dr shtu quo d conributc b lnc krgo srugglc lor socd ju$icc and equaluy

NI I-ANGUAOE AND EXPRESSION

Langurge afd lliemry exp.e$ion pmvides a powerful and unrquc rool refleclLtrE lhe exp ience,nru*les
and aspndions olDalitcommuniiy. Daltrlitcnrurc ona, entioys vern icula r lan guases, rcsionrldirlcc1s, md
.olloquialcxFrNsions $d,er rhatr dr don,i'Ent Literary bnsurscs -l his choi.c ot langurS. is,i(citLoial, rr n

allows Mite6 ro conne moE intimarcly snh fiet reades md expre$ thetr dp iences in a *ay $a1 is

iorhcnncaid rclarable Daltrltrertur tieque y drrvs on peronrlnanrives md crpcdcn.es, Bhnh provides

rn irsiEhr inro rhc hvcd rcaltrics ol Dalit llvcs rd tuunE taced by Dalib The use of relion3l hnguagN

rcpresciLs a coNcious act olEskran.e asrinn d,e dominance olmain$rcam l.n8traacs, shlch have h noricrLly
perpeturr.d hcglmonrc nmdlv6 wntinS n re8ional latrsuaees offeN rn alrer.a(ive spacc 10 chrllcngc and

subvcn d,e lrse'nonic discouGe lkins vemrculrr hnsuage helps in anicul.!oi or$ories, experienc* and

pmpcdircsinth.nownwords,whi.hflovidsaseiseofpridemdselfaffmrrion.Dalirlitranuc trrcBioML



Lin!0agc cries a morc nuanccd and rutlrcDtic expt$ion or lived realiies, crpturlig rhe

cunu,ts.nd d'alcct Thf eseme is Loi ordilured ri hNadon in m

Drit rirudu. provLda r pkrrom lor
c r eoris, Dalir {rnss aid p.eG s

sUronnd]ngmn*b6eddn.'imindio|$dcha]].ng6ftedominan-
lve licGture ncm ndh s.nry: so, whetr p.lnical L.adrs, $.i,1rroan s, atrd

heprcbleftolDllic'djc.whol0
lhcPmble'isofuilon.bab'lilyandcE

rhe o?dnn d Dct hkrutun t hettubte tit th. etu tutc oI the n.bq thhsa 6 toE 6 aPkiktiat

"Mdrshdit hi.na an unpecde at etre af .t?otie etertr'" The lite tute br th. Btnkunin oJ

.tu?d1, B kjeanE af Ktuq Midsan af so aha, Doti\ oi Indio arc hvns innan.es ol hn Phenanool Iht!
?rytorc ttk h deth,lb of the soc?, n o d it ti.h that subrets the niltdia'.tas antzPt ol liatui ic ?iquete

o d eandad .llshttol 1993)

Throush rhe eho4cnce of Dalir lire ture, rh.re ws a nN wiring oi l.n3!age which w$ dtreci,

ac.usarory, rnaltnicrl 3nd which dmcd !o challenge the cmnrry old n}1hs, tadirions rnd pre.ices Namdeo

Dhasal\ iconicpocm in Dilip Chitret rransldion: Cruelty
'I an a raet l sore in the priok pan af the )orsuase The lirinA spi''i1 l.okins out olhhdrcds of

lAarantls af :ad, pit{ut e!21 Hds shaken nte I a btuken b! tte rc\,alt *plotltns 
"rsit? '"e 

There\ to naon

tlht a"]kha'e; Ih?re\ M *okr o rrhert ,4 rabd laa r teori"e o|l hr lt.sh tnh b k€tr, ,4td o k'r'jhte

wnon li*c .tucltr" Chnre 2007)

DrLir {riiin8 s scued of loul lmsmec h.ling veno'nous sarcasm Thc ldeologJ olDah writins is

sa$lcgious Th. triu* s lond, v{bose, d ondoDs Th. dicrioi isnnrisu

rhar fedms of b.iie b.lessnaed 1,1 lit durc b(on hGfomrive rooh in

b mne bi$d $sdFs od PEjldics D,rn

' fk ain aI Dnti Lrdove is b pto rh s bed on id(i. atr n qP6t
thtditq h!" ry aI m? htqh.'. le a:er.nk ast,?dri lor Dottt tibaLue o\
cahd^ bded ot the rcot 6pain@ ofttle

s so.iery,l* tion cadcb cd opP($i{r {rd

rJRARr3cisro I hGmdioE JoumrorR6earchandAiar,li.dReviews0JRAF) 633



r$ue 3 ww'ina' or

;-rNrERSEcrroNALIrYoFS

fie inlcscctionality of d*.olvpical idcnnies refc6 b lnc ovnlryping or Drultiplc 
'ursinalLTcd

de ilics. This oncett r{osnizes drt pco0le exp.n.nce discnminrrion md oIpres$n noiiu$ b'sed on I

"iisk 
.h-rtisri", ; dh; d." to t'ie conbination ofvaaous asp{6 ofrnen idcntirv suchsra'c'send '

dr;, (lieion, sxualorGtudlor, disabilllv erc Dah sornen 
'xpeience ' 

unlque lom oldncnri'[rion rh

rcsulb rr; $c mtEcioi orhorh catre rnd geider Intcseciionahrv shedslight on hos fi*e inrssectirrs

ia.",*,.*" *,q*-a -.plex expcriences ri.cd trvd rwomen D'lirwomcn suffervroleice ri'h alL

:iJcs and co.ne6 imludingthenovn fim'lv Viohrce infLctd on Dalirwomen hiehlishrs d'e 1"or(r"n'e
t,ctuee Datn wonu s ;dit nad the un''e^al sht a!*nnen to lree'ton lon anr *nderbnstd riotend

tltut t.:uhs i lhlsndt vtuol o' ?s!.holosi l h rn lltular?'n 20r'l/ In a'torlily Doln wonctr are

.pp'a*a r,y ,pper*r. mm, ,ppelcate wodm sd Dalil men Daln so'nm lnten usc then peso"l

n;irrives io podray rnd proiei asaiisr dris cxnrins oppre$ive net{ork of relalo'ships'

h 6dclusion.Dalit literature staDds as aredamenrrodE reslicnce ar ddenninaiioi o'dt mmSlnalizd

Drlir..mmuniiy Ln Indir.I. iepresen$ a llofound m8ii(ilcjotrrnev undcnaken bv iis authos' vho urilrze d'c

po** .r *o,a" o .r,ul *C" 
"ys"m 

n di $n nlnarion re lai'n (nen identnies 
'nd 

ased lhe tr rish rful place i'
;cnt) rh. uogiirLve ioun.y orDalit lLtsature s deeply inretui'ed widr rbc ptoces or rdentirv romaion

",a "ir-.p,**ur,, 
thls l,tembre bccomes r means or cfrpo*emd! rllowins Drli( indiriduaLr and

co..".it,cs ro r-g. a s-"c* sense of sclr and emboce lhetr unque culod henhgc Morcover' Dahr

liicid0rc s s 6;compclhie medium ofresisrrncc, roicinE disstri alaiisr a$ old cane bascd opP'$iotr

'Ihc nrali'cs of shsgl;, resilicncc, ind cmnciprdon found nr rhcsc liierarv works not onlv 
'mpoNc' 

lnc

DrLii .oimuniry but alo ciliehten re.dere fmm .ll backsounds, foncring a sreater utrdeErandins ol rl'e

cnduring llSacy;ldnnNina(ion.nddt ur8cncv of.onbaring ii' Howev*, rhile Daln lirc'aiuE continuer tu

-.. *"r-,*.rO*.u,..""'l Lcc\'I'd.kns!\ 'g'in'nL-'deon_d tr'ephn'e" h'1!-' i'c'\
!hE ILe red ,.o -uL p!_1. '.i"n 01 " d "'e 'errir 'Der_'re'c'n"'e

ddthencognuveioumcyresondes acros rll cchelons of societv

t I I Ashso(, Bnl, Gaftrh Grmtht, and Hek n 
-Iim n. Kev con'epb in posL'olon ial sudies P sv'holosv Pres'

l2l Blsal, B$uEo Daln Sotitya : nm\ Ereihes, nu's frctdon , AsmitadaBh' Vol I' 1973' 53'57

tal Danslc, A (1992) 'Revoludon' ln M Anand &

GlDhasl Namdeo, and Dilipchihe NrmdeoDha$I,

Dilirchtre chenna, N,viyinr Publirh inc (roo7 )

of Dalrt Literature Hrrti, iune 1999 O6vcd! G. 0937) Dalit liteBlurc
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